[Comparison of factors related to hospitalization versus home care of elderly].
This study was done to identify factors affecting present hospitalization versus home care in 4,578 elderly subjects representing 87.1% of the elderly population living in S. city near Osaka. Subjects or their families were asked by interviews regarding the age of the subjects, the kind of persons living together in the family unit, the kind of housing, the number of rooms in the family dwelling, and health conditions. Subjects were also asked whether he or she could walk unassisted and whether home care would be preferred in case of an illness. Among the 153 hospitalized subjects, ability to walk, age, and the number of rooms were all significant factors, in decreasing order. Among the 1,193 persons who preferred home care in case of an illness, the number of rooms, age, ability to walk, and the size of the family unit were all significant factors, in decreasing order. Among subjects who could not walk unassisted, the number of rooms was the main factor determining their admission and not preferring home care if their condition worsened. Thus, although the ability to walk is the major factor among the factors we investigated, housing conditions are also important if home care is to be possible.